
 
 

All the McNeill family wants for Christmas is a cure 

08 December 2015  

 
Laura McNeill remembers how badly she wanted to use her china at Christmas dinner 2 years 

ago. 

But her son Ethan, the oldest of her 4 children with husband Cliff, kept trying to persuade her to 

forgo the fancy dishes that need to be washed by hand. 

Laura finally broke down, crying as she told her family she wanted to use her china because she 

might not live to celebrate another Christmas. 

“I think it was heartbreaking for my children and husband to realize I truly thought it might be 

my last Christmas with them,” says Laura, who was diagnosed with cancer in both her breasts in 

August 2013. 

Her diagnosis came shortly after her 40th birthday and just the day before her youngest child’s 

7th birthday. 

But coping with cancer over the holidays proved especially challenging as Laura suffered from 

the side effects of chemotherapy. 

“Chemo was hell,” says the Calgarian. “I was so, so sick – I was barely able to get my head off 

the pillow.” 

So the McNeills had a quiet Christmas that year, hanging out in their pajamas and Laura in a 

toque to keep her bald head warm after losing her hair from chemotherapy. 

Laura, now 42, underwent 6 rounds of chemotherapy, 33 rounds of radiation therapy and a 

bilateral mastectomy followed by reconstructive surgery. 



 
 

Christmas at the McNeill home has remained low key since 2013, as Laura prefers to spend 

time with her family in peace and quiet.  

Surviving cancer also inspired Laura to give her children experiential gifts instead of tangible 

presents – for example, her youngest child Claire got horseback riding lessons last year. 

And Laura jumped at the chance when asked if she and her family would be in the Canadian 

Cancer Society’s All I want for Christmas is a cure video. 

That’s because the message struck a chord. 

“If I could exchange all of our Christmas gifts for a cure, I wouldn’t hesitate to do that,” says 

Laura. 


